* ” , 3 
| gs 1 


23 "= N 5 x 
A : 9 ; * — 5 


wk * * * MF 1 * , T " 
* 5 * 3 a * 1 
* 1 A oy * 1 Ef * 4 4 bo 4 
- 825 5 
f * : / hy 
" 


W 


a Call to Chriſtians b PT as, & 


3 7 by 2 Warning 70 England; taken A 1 Ruin 


of the Jewiſh Nation. 1 
BEING C: 3 Sl 
SERMON 
DELIVERED ar 


WATFORD, 


in the County of HE RT FORD, 
the 17th of February, 1748. 


| We Day N for e a Public — | | 


—_ 


By JAMES "FALL 1 


"= Publihed at the Rege of thoſe who heard it, 


With ſome Additions. . 


5 87 "Man, I have . thee a IWatchman unto the Houſe | 


— them Warning from me. Ezek. iu. 1 
Cry aloud, Spare not, &c. Iſa. lviii. 1. 4 


4 Shall net I viſit for theſe Things ? ſaith the Lord : And ſhall. 


not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? Jer. v. 9. 


Except y e repent, ye ſhall likewiſe periſh, Luke xiii. 5. 


New all theſe Things happened unto them, for Enſamples : ; 


| No Prins for]. Ward, 


| Hind they are written for our Admonition, upon whom the 
TT On OOO I Cor. x. 11 
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PREFACE. 


M 0 N G the many Char affers the Mi * 


A. nifters Chriſt ſu Alain, that of a Watch 


man 0 one; it is therefore their Duty, nut : 
to give the Time of the Night, but 


alſo fo\ E the People of preſent and approaching 


Danger; when I take a View of the crying Abo- 
minations, both of Principles, and Practices, that 
abound among us, as a Nation, and alſo of the 
Temper and Conduct of Profeſſors; I cannot but 
fear a great deal of Danger, not only from our Ex 
nemies af home, and abroad, but from the imme» 
diate Hand of God; which, as it is already lifted 


up againſt us, ſo it will certainly, with a ages 


_ greater Weight of Vengeance fall upon us, if there 


7s not a Reformation of religious Principles, as 


Dell as of immoral Practices among us, For 1 
believe, thoſe Doctrines that in their Nature, and 


Tendency, trample under Foot the Son of God, 
and count the Blood of the Covenant, as an un- 


holy Thing, and doDelpite untotheSpiritof Grace; 


. in other Wor ds, which deny the Divinity, Sar : 


tisfaction, and imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the Neceſſity of the efficacious Influences of the 


divine Spirit, 20 regenerate and ſanctify the Saul, 
and compleat in her, that Grace, and Holineſs, 

without which none ſhall ſee the Lord. I believe, 
Y 105 that thoſe Doctrines bid as fair for, or at 


muc K our national Ruin, « as our moſt flagi- | 


41. tious 


— p - . < > 
_ IT” 1 Pr * Z $a. 1 Io "x — 
. 7 J >» > W 8 * 4 23 4 
ESI SAS — —— Mets — - 
— _ _ = x s — 


The PREFACE. 


tious and atrocious Crimes. For did not Wrath 
and Ruin come upon the Jews to the uttermoſt, for 
their rejecting Chrift, as the Meffiah, as the divine 


Son / God, and the Saviour of his People? Thave 
therefore, chought it my Duty, in Compliance with 


the Requeſt of thoſe to whom'T miniſter,” to bear 
this publicꝶ Teſti mony, against both the wicked Prin- 


= ciples and Practices of this Land; boping the Lors 


may make me an Inſtrument for reclaiming ſome; 


or that I might deliver myſelf, from the Charge of 
' their Blood. For if the Watchman ſee the Sword 


come, and blow not the Trumpet, and the People be 
not warned; if the Sword come and take * 1 1 
from among them, he is taken away in bis Iniquity, 


but his Blood will I require at the Wan = 


Hand. Ezek. xxxiii. 6 
1 far as Tam able to form a Falement of 1 my : 
own Heart, my higheſt Aim, in the Publication of 

This, isthe Gloryof God. the Welfare of the Nation, 
the temporal and eternal Good of Men. And if But 
one Soul hath Cauſe to bleſs God on this Account, 

it will afford me ſuch a Tide of Joy, that 1 hope . 

vill bear me up, againſt the rapid Torrent of - 

| critical Sneer and Contempt. 

As I have been favoured, ] hope, with divine A 

Aer in the Compoſure of this, and have humbly 


implored divine Direction in the Diſpoſal of it, and 


6s it met with that Acceptance from the Pulpit, 15 
which encouraged me to make it Publick; 1 Hall, 


with inceſſant Prayers for its Uſe fulneſs, leave it 


in the Hands of him, on whom not only the meaneſt 
of his Servants, but even a Paul, or an Apoll, muſt 


depend for Succeſs. 
ee ]. FP. 


TAP 


ZEPH. II. x, 2. 


Gather ourſelves to gether, yea, gather 
together, O Nation not defired :— 
Before the Decree bring forth, * 
the Day paſs as the Chaff. 


WF we compare the Inſcription of this 
Propheſy, with that of Jeremiah; we 


ſhall find, that this Prophet, as well as 
Feremiab, was raiſed up in the Days of 
 Feofiah, King of Judab; who might mutually 
confirm each others Doctrines and Prophecies, 
and the more effectually reclaim Judah, or 
more clearly leave them without Excuſe. 
The general Scope of this Prophecy, I/, is 
to excite Judah and Jeruſalem to Repentance ; 
in order to which, the Prophet threatens them 
with Captivity and Ruin, for their 1dolatrous 
Apoſtacy, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Oppreſſion, Se- 
curity, and other Sins of all Kinds amongſt 
them; that ſo, if poſſible, Judgments might be 
averted, and their Ruin prevented, 
2dh, To denounce Judgments and Deſtruc- 
tion againſt the deadly, and avowed Enemies 
of the Church, viz. Phi liſtians, Moabites, 
Ammonites, Ethiopians, and Aſſyrians, for their 
Sins, and particularly their proud and cruel 
Uſage of God's People; that ſo the Church 
8 25 W = 


(2) 

might be warned by their Woes, and comforted 
in God's Vengeance upon his Adverſaries Zzdly, 
to ſupport and comfort a Faithful Remnant 
of the Fews, aſter their Enemies Deſtruction, 
and their deep Afflictions, with Promiſes of 


calling the Gentiles, returning their Captivity, 


reſtoring their Prolperity, and beſtowing E- 
vangelical Bleſſings upon them in Jeſus Chriſt. 
And the particular Deſign of this Chapter, 
is to exhort Judah and Jeruſalem, to at leaſt, 
a national Reformation, or Repentance, before = 
the Decree bring forth, that they might be hid 
in the Day of the Lord's Anger: This is urg- 
ed from the formidable exemplary Judgments, 
which God would execute upon foreign Na- 
tions, in /ight of the Jes, for their Warning. 


v2, Upon / Pbiliſtians, ver. 4, to the 8th, 


2dly, Moab and Ammon, ver. 8, to 12. adh, : 
Ethiopians, ver. 12. 4thly, Aſſyrians, and Nine- 
veh, the Metropolis thereof, ver. 13, 14, 15. 
By all which exemplary Judgments, the Pro- 
phet labours to prevent the Ruin of Judah 
and Feruſalem, and to ſtir them up to the 
Duty enjoined in our Text; which our Tran- 
lation reads, gather yourſelves, &c. but I ſhall | 
proſecute the Words, as tranſlated by ſome 
learned Men ; which Tranſlation is thought 
more pertinent to the Scope of the Prophet; 
however, it more fully anſwers my preſent 
Deſign, and is as follows; Search yourſelves, 
even ſearch you, O Nati on, not worthy to be 
beloved ; before the Decree bring forth; Or, 
before be, i. e. God, bringe forth the Decree, 


an --- 


(3) 


* you be as Chafſf, that paſſeth away in a 
Da 
This alen of the Words, ſuggeſts to 
our Improvement, the following Things x 
Firſt, The Duty enjoined, Search. 
Secondly, The Perſons on whom it is more 
immediately incumbent, Yourſeſves, Is 
Thirdly, Who are more particularly here 
deſigned, and they are the Fews : Who are 
deſcribed as a Nation not worthy to be beloved, 
012. of God. a 
 Fourthly, T he Time limiting thaw; and 
that is, before the Decree bring forth 3 Or, 
before the Execution of the Judgments threat- 5 
ned againſt Them. ey 
Fifthly, The Reaſon here mentioned, to 
enforce the Duty recommended; and this is, 
leſt they be as Chef that paſſeth * ina. 
Bay. 
. ſhall attend to each of theſe. i in their 
Order. = . 
Vir, As to the Duty of ſearching, we have 
it alſo exhorted to, Lam. iii. 40. Let us ſearch 
and try our Ways, and turn again to the Lord. 
The Word, as the Learned obſerve, ſignifies to 
ſearch narrowly, as a Man would do for a 
Piece of Gold; or a precious Feel, in the 
Midſt of a Heap of Rubbiſh. Such a Search- 
ing ſeems to be intended, in the Firſt Chapter 


| of this Propheſy, and Verſe the 12th, where 
it is ſaid; and it ſhall come to paſs at that Ti me, 
T will ſearch Jeruſalem wth Candles, and pu- 


10 the A that are n upon their Lees; 
B 2 that 


44 
that ſay in their Heart, the Lord will not do Good, 
neither will he do Evil. 
\* Then, how will the Sinners in Sion tremble, 


and Fearfulneſs ſurprize the Hypocrite ! It is 


therefore the Duty of all Ranks and Degrees 
of Men, to ſearch, in the Senſe of our Text. 
Kings ſhould ſearch and ſee that they Rule in 
Rightecuſneſs ; and Princes, that they decree 
Judgment; Subjects ſhould ſearch, and well 
obſerve, that they behave with all that Duty, 
Loyalty and Affection to God, and their King, 


as becomes thoſe who are indulged with all 


that can make a Free and a Happy People, as 

thoſe of this Nation are; Officers ſhould ſearch 
and take Care that they are Peace; and Exactors, 

that they are Righteouſneſs; and Magiſtrates, 
that they bear not the Sword in vain; but that 
they are Terrors to Evil-doers, and a Praiſe to 
them that do well: Rom. xii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 


6, 7. And that not only by their Civil Auto- 


rity, but by their picus and exemplary Conduct; 
Parents ſhould ſearch, and religiouſly obſerve 
that they provoke not their Children to Wratb, 
but train them up in the Nurture and Admo- 
nition of the Lord; and Children, that they 
boncur and obey their Parents, ſo far as the 
Peace of their Conſciences, and the Honour of 
God are not invaded, for this is right. Ser- 
wants are to ſearch and look upon it as a di- 
vine Mandate, that they are to ſerve their 
Maſters, not with Eye-ſervice, as Men- pleaſers, 
but as the Servants f Chriſt, doing the Will of 
God from the Heart; and Maſters _ WS. -- 
„„ ehave 


1 
behave to their Servants, as thoſe that conſider 
they have a Maſter in Heaven ; and that there 
is no Reſpect of Perſons with him; who will 
not wink at the Tyranny of a Maſter, or de- 
ſpiſe the Cauſe of the injured Vaſſal, Eph. vi. 
I, 2, 3, 4, 55 6, 7, 8, 9. And Miniſters are, 
in the moſt ſolemm Manner, to ſearch, and ſee 
that they take heed to themſelves, and to their 


Doctrine, that they may as much as in them 


lies, both ſave themſelves, and them that hear 
tbem; how much will it be their Mercy, if 


they can ſay, in their lateſt Moments, Where= | 


fore I take you to record this Day, that I am 


pure from the Blood of all Men; for I have not 


Shunned to declare unto you all the Counſel of 


God? What heed, therefore, ſhould Minifters — 


tafe to themſelves, and to all the Flock, over the 


which the Holy Ghoft hath made them Overſeers, 


to feed the Church of God, which he hath pur- 
chaſed with bis own Blood; and ſet before them 
ſuch an Example of unblemiſhed Piety, as 
may embolden them to ſay, ye are Witneſſes, 
and God alſo, bow holily, and juſtly, and un- 
 blameably we behaved ourſelves among you? 
1 Tim. iv. 16, Acts xx. 26, 27, 28. 1 Thefl, 
ii. 10. So Churches, in the moſt religious Man- 
ner, ſhould ſearch and examine their Conduct, 
towards their Miniſters, and ſee whether they 
uſe all Means to recommend their Miniſters to 
the Eſteem of their Families, Neighbourhcnd, 


Church and World, in order to render them 


more ſubſervient to the Glory of God, and the 
Good of Souls. Churches ſhould take the ut- 
OM fy e 


(6) 
moſt Heed of throwing Diſcouragements in the 
Way of their Miniſters, not only by witholding 
more than is meet, but by Sights and Negletts, 
private Reproaches, or publick Inſults, Theſe 
Things muſt greatly weaken the Hands of 
Miniſters, in the Service of Chriſt, and Souls; 
ſuch a Conduct, is highly diſpleaſing to God, 
and unbecoming the Chriſtian Character; and 
very foreign from that Reſpe& the Lord hath. 
commanded, ſhould be ſhewn to his Miniſters. 
| Let the Elders that rule well, be counted worthy 
of double Honour, eſpecially they that labour in 
the Word and Doctrine. For the Scripture. 
faith, thou ſhalt not muzzle the Ox, that tread- 


7 eth out the Corn: And the Labourer is worthy 


F his Reward. Againſt an Elder receive 


not an Accuſation, but before two or three 


Witneſſes, 1 Tim. v. 17, 18, 19. Again, we 
 beſeech you Brethren, to know them which la- 
bour among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admoniſh you; and to efteem them very 
highly in Love for their Works ſake, and be 
at Peace among yourſelves, 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13. 
See alſo, Heb. xiii. 7, and 17. Thus it ap- 
pears from the Word of God, to be the Duty 
of all Ranks and Degrees of Men, to ſearch, 
and try their Ways, in order that they might 
| ſee their Defects, and be humbled under the 
mighty Hand of God; who might juſtly 


ſuffer a Spaniſh, or Popiſh Search, or Ingui- : 


tion; which is one of the Props Satan has 
lent the Pope to ſupport his declining King- 
dom; the Lord grant we may ever be free from 
| = * It, 


47 


it. But in the mean Time, we are to erect 


an Inquiſition over our corrupt Hearts, and 


Lives, and deal roughly with them ourſelves, 
and ſuffer others to do ſo by them, as far as 
they are Enemies to the Glory of God, the 
Intereſt of a Redecmer, the Peace and Tran- 
quillity of his Churches, the Joy, Comfort, 


and Proſperity of our own Souls, and the Souls 
of others. And let it be obſerved, that we are 
to ſearch our ſelves, and not ethers, as our 


Text hints, which brings us to, 


The Second Point we are to conſider, namely, 
; the Perſons on whom this Duty i is more imme 
diately incumbent, yourſelves; but alas, how 
prone are we to ſearch for the Mot in our Nei The 


bours Eye,whilſt we neglect the Beam in our own ! 


If we would deal zmpartrally with ourſelves, we 


ſhould not find ſo much Time, or at leaſt Oc- 


caſion, to cenſure, try, judge, and condemn 
others, Let us therefore a little attend to our- 


ſelves; and in order to aſſiſt our Search, 


are not to judge ourſelves by ourſelves ; for 
our Hearts are deſperately wicked and deceit- 
ful above all Things, and are prone not only to 


impoſe on ourſelves, but will even dare to im- 


poſe on God, by drawing nigh to him with the 


Mouth, and honouring him with the Lip, 
When the Heart is far from him. Matt. xv. 8. 


compared with Ja. xxix. 13. Nor are we to 
judge ourſelves by the Voice of natural Con- 


ſcience ; for this, whilſt anawakened, will cry 


Peace, whilſt it malls after its own wicked Ima- 


ginations, and till ſudden Deſtruction comes 


upon 
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upon it; in this State it will make a mock at 
Sin, ſport with Death, and laugh at diſtant 
Vengeance | And like Solomon's Madman, 
throw about Firebrands, Arrows and Death, f 
and ſay he is but in Sport; but there is no 1 
Peace to the Wicked, faith my God, Iſa. lvii. 
21. xlviii. 22. Nor are we to ſearch, and 
judge ourſelves, by the Opinion of the Werld; 5 
for the World are incompetent Judges of the _ 
Springs and Motives, Ends and Aims of thoſe 
Actions, that in Chriſt are acceptable, and 
well-pleaſing to God: They commonly juſtify, 
where they ſhould condemn, and condemn, 
where they ſhould juſtify. For the natural 
Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of 
God; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither 
can he Ino them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. But he that is ſpiritual judgeth, or 
diſcerneth all Things, that will demonſtrate a 
natural Man; yet he, himſelf, as a ſpiritual” 
Man, cannot be judged, or diſcerned aright, 
by any natural Man, 1 Cor. ii. 14, 1 5. There- 
fore our ſafeſt Way is, to ſearch, judge and 
compare ourſelves by the Law and Goſpel, 
The former, as the Rule of our Walk, the 
latter, as the Revelation of our only Hope. | 
And we ſhould plead with God, for the fake 
of Chriſt, to aſſiſt us in this Work; that he 
would ſearch our Hearts, and try our Reins, 
and lead us in the Way everlaſting; leſt we 
be found ſuch, as our Text more particularly 
deſcribes, a People or Nation, not wry to 
be beloved. Which brings us to, 8 
The 


(9 ) 


The Third general Head, namely, who are 


more particularly here deſigned; and they are the 


Fews; who are called a Nation not worthy to be 


beloved: God had bleſſed them above all other 
| Nations ; for to them pertained, the Adoption, 


and the Glery, and the Covenant, and the giving 
of the Law, and the Service of God, and the 
Promiſes; whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom, 
as concerning the Fleſh, Chrijt came, 0 00 is 
over all, God bleſſed for ever. Amen. Rom. 
1.45 ke 39 Jer, were the viſible People 
of God; to them were committed the Oracles of 
God; but he dealt not ſo with other Nations, 
neither had the Hearben Knowledge of his 
Laws. Beſides all this, they had a better 
Land than others about them; it flowed wh” 
Milt and Honey, that is, with all Plenty and. 
Delights; and though their Country was but 
little, yet they themſelves were ſo populous, and 


powerful, that whilſt they pleaſed God, no 
Enemy durſt encounter them, or at leaſt was 


victorious over them. Thus were they a Peo- 


ple beloved of God, above all others, at leaſt 


in a providential, and typical Way. But how 


did this People requite this Love, which they 
had no more deſerved than other Nations? 


Certainly, as they deſerved it not, before they 
had it, ſo they ill requited it, when they had 
it; for they requited this Love, with Hatred, 
this Kindneſs, with Ingratitude, Diſobedience, 


and Rebellion; they proved a moſt ſtubborn, 


and RifE-necked People, a froward Generation. 
Mo Jes found this by his own Experience, and 
1 3 5 law 
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( 10 ) 
ſaw it by a Spirit of Propheſy, and therefore 
cries out; do you thus requite the Lord, O fool. 
ſh People, and unwiſe ? For their ungrateful- N 
neſs and unkindneſs were ſuch, as they were 
not only careleſs in performing ſuch Duties = - 
God required, but even multiplied their Sins, 

and thoſe Rebellions which his Soul hated ; 
which was the more aggravating, as they were 
a People fo fignally favoured of God. I doubt 
not, but we may be ready to think the Jeu 
are a People worthily caſt off by God, and 
and utterly unworthy of his providential Fa- 
wvaur and Care, and much more unworthy of 
his Aiſtinguiſping Love in Chriſt ; they having 
ſo much abuſed his Goodneſs and Mercy to- 
wards them as a Church, and Nation, But 
let us bring the C aſe of this People, home to 
our /efves, and we ſhall find, upon an impartial 
Enquiry, that J/rael is not the only Nation, or 
People, unworthy of Love; but it may be 
me. with equal Reaſon, that England is a 
Nation not worthy to be beloved ; for God 
bo ath been as /ignally good to us, as he was to 
them ; and we have been as ungrateful a People 
to God, as the Jets were: Which will appear, 
if we conſider the following Things. Firſt, 
the ſame Mercics, if not greater, have been 
poured down, and heaped upon us; for God 
hath called us, out of firſt Pagan, and then 
Popiſh Darkneſs ; we are bleſſed with the 
Treaſures of his Word and Ordinances; the 
ce Goſpel was never better preached, and 
the est zes of it, better explained, (at leaſt 


by 


(12) 
by. ſome) ſince the Time of the Apoſtles : 
here I beg leave to expreſs my Thankfulneſs, 
for all the faithful Labours of Chriſt's Mini- 


ſters, of every Denomination ; but particularly 
for that excellent, and elaborate Expoſition, of 
the New Te fament, now publiſhing * ; which 


Work, as a Means to promote that Knowledge, 
which is the Evidence of our Intereſt, in eter- 


nal Liſe; and whereby we are made iſe to 
Salvation, cannot (I think) be valued, equal 
to its Worth. This is one of thoſe /ig nal Fa- 
vous, amongſt the reſt, that 33 1 is in- 
dulged with. We have alſo free Liberty, to 


print, buy and read ſuch Books; for, we have 
not only the Proteſtant Religion, but we have 


it under a Proteſtant Prince; ; we are not 


obliged to ſeek the Bread of our Souls, at 


the Peril of our Lives, as our Porefathers | 


have done; but we have our Religion and Li- 


berty countenanced by Authority, under a 


King who is a Barrier againſt Popiſh Idolatry, 
and Arbitrary Power; a Supporter and Main- 
tainer of the Churches of England and Scot- 
land; a Guard to the Liberty and Property of 


the Subjects; a Prince who is ſo full of Chriſ- 
tian Moderation, that he thinks no Indulgence 
too great for thoſe who would worſhip God 
in Spirit and in Truth. Beſides all this, we 
have a Land that flows with a Plenty, and 
Variety, of all good Things; that even our 


Plenty with ſome, has been Matter of Com- 


* By that Great and Learned Divine, the Reverend 
Mr. Jobn Gill. 
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uy Bat, how has England requited the 


ord for. theſe Things ? Certainly, even with a 
Meaſure of Unkindues, equal to, if not more, 


and greater than 1/rae] was gullty of. For our 
Sins as a Nation, are grievous and capital, and 
which is ſtill worſe, vi and affected; even 
as though God had deſerved Evil of us, and 


that therefore we ou ght W to Faure 


But, that our ir Charge againſt England may 


not ſeem too ſevere, we will point out ſome of 
thoſe Sins, by which the wickedly requites 
the Lord. And firſt, I may ſay Ignorance of 
God's Mord and Warſpip. I ſpeak not of that 


Ignorance, that is unavoidable, through the 
Depravity of our Nature; upon which Ac- 
count, we are not only dark, but Darkneſs, 


till we are made Light in the Lord, Eph. v. 8. 


Nor do I ſpeak. of that compelled Ignorance | 


1n many Corners of our Land, which is to be 


pitied, becauſe they want the Means of ſpiritual 


Knowledge ; but of wwilful, and affected Igno- 
rance. Men are ignorant, even becauſe they 
will be ignorant; either through Coverouſneſs, 
whereby they will not ſupport, or procure to 
themſelves, the Means of ſpiritual Knowledge; 
or, through Indolence, in that they will not 
improve the Means, which are put into their 
Hands, or brought home to their Doors. Which 
if they did, it is the Way, not only to arrive 


at that Knowledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


by which they may eſcape the Pollutions of 


the World; but to be poſſeſſed of that Know- 
ledge, 


(13) 


| ledge, which is the Beginning, and Pledge of 
eternal Life. + But our Nation is dark and 
blind, in the Sunſhine of the Goſpel, and 
groſly ignorant, where the Goſpel reaches their 
Ears, and its Light ſhines round about them. 
Who would look for ſuch Ignorance, after 
| ſuch a Sunſhine of the Goſpel, fince the Re- 
formation? And yet, many are as ignorant, as 
though they had been born, and brought up 
under Popery. Nor is this Ignorance to be 
confined only to the natural World; for of 
ſome Profeſſors, it may be ſaid, When for the 
Time ye ought to be Teachers, ye have need that 
one teach you again, which be the firſt Principles 
of the Oracles of God ; and are become ſuch as 
have need of Milk, and not of firong Meat, 
Jeb. v. 12. Nor yet, to the Laity only, for 
there are as many blind Leaders of the Blind, 
in our Day of Goſpel Light, as there were in 
the Days of Chriſt; and what he ſays of thoſe 
Days, is applicable to ours, Light is come info 
the World, and Men love Darkneſs rather than | 
Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil, John iii. 19. 
Another great Sin of England, is Contempt 
of true Religion; true Religion hath a long 
Time heen amongſt us, but the longer it is 
continued, and the more it is publiſhed, the 
more it is contemned and reproached of many; 1 
inſomuch, that the ſimpleſt Fellow in a Coun- 
try Town, will ſneer at true Piety, and mock, 
and ſcorn thoſe who are more religious than 
himſelf ; this is one of the Moths of England, 
SE eres > 
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that eats up Religion, and is wicked in whom- 


ſoever, but moſt intolerable, in two Sorts of 
Men. Firſt, in them who are altogether ig- 
norant, who mock they know not what, being 
not able to give the Meaning of one Petition, 
of that Platform of Prayer, which they call 
the Lord's Prayer; though neither our Lord, 
or his Diſciples, ever prayed it ſyllabically, that 
we know of. Yet it is frequently and formally 
enough babbled over by thoſe, who mock at 
them who pray with the Spirit and the Under- 
 fanding alſo, and worſhip God in Spirit and in 
Truth, This mecking, and ſneering at Religion 
js ſtill worle, in thoſe who are Men of Un- 
derſtanding, and live civilly, and would be 
counted good Chriſtians, yet cannot abide to 
ſee others go a little before them, without 
branding them for Hypocrites and Diſſemblers. 
Thus, even Religion itſelf, is a By- word, a 
Macking-ſlock, and Matter of Reproach. 80 
that in England, at this Day, the Man or Wo- 
man that begins to profeſs true Religion, muſt | 
reſolve with themſelves to ſuſtain Mocks and 
Injuries, even as though they lived among the 
Enemies of Chriſt, and not among thoſe who 
profeſs, or at leaſt, pretend to profeſs his Re- 
gion and Name. O what a Curſed and God- 
provoking vin 1s this! What can God give to 
be regarded, when his Goſpel and Religion are 
contemned ? This Sin was not amongſt the 
Jeros, at leaſt to that Degree, as it is in Eng- 
land. The Jews did not — their Religion 
as they ought; but who did ever make a _ 
an 


( 15 ) 


and Scorn of that Religion they profeſſed, but 
England? O England, how canſt thou anſwer 
this? God ſends the moſt precious Jewel, that 
he can ſend to a Nation, and thou ſcorneſt it, 
and them that bring it, and them that receive 
it; even as though it were no Bleſſing, but a 
Curſe : So that as Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, for 


which of my good Works do ye one me? He 


may ſay to England, I have given thee a Hruit- 


ful Land, the great Bleſſing of a Proteſtant 
Prince, Gold and Silver, Honour and Happi- 
neſs, Liberty and Property; for which of theſe, 


O England, doſt thou 40 my Goſpel, and 


contemn my Religion? The leaſt of theſe tem- 
poral Favours deſerve Love and 7. bankfulneſs „ 


but England hath a better than all theſe, to- 


wit, the everlaſting Goſpel and Word of Sa. 


vation; but this is contemned, as though it was 


of no Worth, and thoſe that truly profeſs it, 


and thoſe that bring it, and conſequently God 
himſelf that gave it. Now if England had 
no more Sins than this, this deſerves, that it 


ſhould be ſaid of us, that we are a Nation un- 
worthy to be beloved, above all other Nations : 


For ſome People would have Religion, that 


they might love it, but they cannot have it; 


ſome have it, and love it not; but in no Nation 


is it made a Mocking-ſtock, but in England. 


And where are thoſe Men but in England, who 
like the Dog in the Manger, will neither en- 
_ tertain Religion themſelves, nor ſuffer them that 


would? Let every one take heed of this Sin, 
as a Sin that crieth to God, to revenge ſo vile 
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a Diſhonour done to his divine Majeſty. Nei- 


ther is there any Sin, that more forcibly and 


certainly foreſhews and haſtens the Removal of 


the Goſpe! from us: For high Time it is to 
leave loving where Love procures Diſdain; 


and ſtay giving, where Gifts are ſcorned. 


But perhaps it may be ſaid, how does it ap- | 
pear that England deſpiſes the Goſpel? I anſwer, 


that Miniſters of all Denominations have free. 


Liberty to. preach it is certain; and ſome are 
well paid for ſuſtaining the Character of Goſpel. 


Miniſters, who do not preach the Goſpel. And 
it is to be feared the Generality of Miniſters 
40 not preach the Goſpel !' but preach againſt it, 
and flrive to root it out (was it poſſible) from J 
this Nation. Which is evident, by their pre- 
fering their Reaſon, though depraved, to divine 
Faith; natural Religion, to that which. is re- 
wealed ; a little Civility, Courteſy, and Huma- 
nity, to Evangelical Obedience; and their pre- 
| tended Sincerity and Repentance, to Chriſt's 
Sacrifice and Righteouſneſs ; moral Ethicks, nay, 


Play- Boobs, to the ſacred Oracles ; and Plato, 
and Epiftetus, &c. to the A 22 of Jeſus. 


New, if for the Preaching of = Goſpel, Mi- 


niſters were expoſed to the Spoil of their Goods, 
the Impriſonment of their Perſons, and the 
Loſs of their Lives ; then, their not Preaching 


of it, would ſeem more excuſable, tho' they 
ought to preach it, at the Hazard and Expence 
of their Lives. But ſeeing they have free Li- 


berty to preach the Goſpel, and do not, but : 


peeve * it, although it is the Doctrine 


ef i 


(6170 
of the Reformation, and of the Articles and 
Homilies of the Church of England, as well as 


of the Bible. And as this Conduct of theirs, 


is agreeable to the general Taſte of their Hear- 
ers; it is a plain Proof that the Goſpel by 
Eng gland is deſpiſed. Again, if we take a 
Prolpect of thoſe Places, where the Goſpel is 
faithfully preached, we may generally obſerve. 
their Encouragement is ſmall, and their Atten- 
dants are comparatively few; and too many of 
| thoſe feu, accounting the Goſpel as 1gbt Bread, 
looking upon it as their Burden, inſtead of their 


Duty, Privilege and Honour, to ſupport it, 


and tranſinit it to Poſterity. Theſe earthly- 
minded Wretehes, are like the fooliſh Gadarenes, 
Who for the ſake of their Swine, or Aninul 
Enjoyments, are as it were, beſeeching Chriſt, 


in his Miniſters, Word and Ordinances, to de- 
part from their Coaſts. This is too plain and 


obvious to be diſputed; which proves, that by 


England the Goſpel is deſpiſed ; and that we 
are a Nation not worthy to be beloved. But, 


this is not all, which renders England unwor- 


thy of Love. For all manner of Oppreſſion, 
Cruelty, and Injuſtice, is predominant amongſt 
all Ranks, and Degrees of Men; that we may 
caſily ſee now, what Solomon ſaw in his Day, 
namely, In the Place of Judgment, Wickedneſs, 
and in the Place of Righteouſneſs, Iniquity, 
Eccleſ. iii. 16. And the Oppreſſion of the 
poor and violent perverting of Judgment and 
Fuftice, Eccleſ. v. 8. In ſhort, the Time is 


come, when a truly godly Man may ſay with 
the 
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the Prophet Micab, Chap. vii. the Firſt, and 


following Verſes. Woe is me, for I am as when 
they have gathered the Summer Fruits, as the 


Grape Gleanings of the Vintage: J. here is no 
| Cluſter to cat: The good Man is periſhed out of 


the Earth : And there is none Upright among 


Men, &c. But it is the good Man's Mercy that 
he hath the fame Retreat the Prophet had, 
which is mentioned in the 7th Verſe. There- 

fore I will look unto the Lord: I will wait for 

* God of my Salvation: My God” will bear 


Now, as what is ſaid in this Chapter, | 


* that the Jews were a Nation, unworthy 
of Love; this being ſo much our own Caſe, 
proves that England i is alſo unworthy 70 be 
beloved. And here I would remark, The Tor- 
rent of our national Iniquity, runs chiefly, if 
not altogether, amongſt thoſe, who boaſt the 
Purity of Nature, the Power and Freedom of 
their Wills, as natural, to that which is i- 
ritually good ; the Strength of their Reaſon, 
and Sagacity of their Wiſdom, in ſpiritual and 


divine Things; or in Scripture Language, who 
are wiſe, and pure, in their own Eyes, and 
prudent in their own Sight, and are rich, and 
increaſed in Goods, and lack nothing. In theſe 
are verified the Words of the wiſe Man, Prov. 
XXX. 12, 13. There is a Generation that are 
pure in their own Eyes, and yet 1s not waſhed 


from their Filthineſs. There 1s a Generation, 
O how lofty are their Eyes | And their Ey e-lids 
are lifted up. And on the other Hand, that 


little 27e Picty there 3 18 in the Warld, orin 
this 
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this Nation, is to be found amongſt thoſe, who 
in a ſpiritual Senſe apprehend themſelves poor, 
wretched, miſerable, blind, and naked ; who 
make their Boaſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
glory in him, as made of God wnto them, 2 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification and Redemiþ- 8 
ion; and count all Things but Loſs and Dung, 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of him; 
to theſe, his Perſon is all Dęfires, bis Blood all 5 
i Preciouſneſi, his Righteouſneſs all Glory, The 
Love of Chriſt, conſtrains theſe, to live to 

him, who died for them ; who gave himſelf for 

them, to redeem them from all Iniquity, and 


purify them znto himſelf, as a peculiar People; 


whom he will make zealous of good Works. 5 


Theſe, indeed, do good Works, whilſt others 
only talk of chem; theſe, under divine Influ- 
ences, receive the Doctrines of the Grace of 
God, in the Love of them; which effectually 
teaches them, to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly 
Luis, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly 
in this preſent evil Morld. 
Now, when I conſider the different Tem- 
pers, and Grounds of Boaſting ; of thoſe who 
boaſt in themſelves, and of them, that boaſt 
in the Lord; I cannot but think, the Words 
of the wiſe Man, are applicable to them both. 
There 1s that maketh himſelf Rich, yet hath 
nothing: There is that maketh bimſelf Poor, yet 
bath great Riches, Prov. xiii. 7. But I muſt 


return, to lay more to the Charge of this /nful 


Nation, this People Jaden with Iniquity, and 
Seed of Evil doers; how does Swearing, falſe 


94 Swearing, OE 
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Swearing, and Abuſe of all the Names and 
Titles ol God, belong to us! This Sin is ge- 
neral, even over the whole Land, in Shops, 
Markets, Fairs, &c. Where Men for a little 
Gain, will call the God of Truth to witneſs 
to a Lye; and the holy, juſt, righteous, and 
faithful God, to witneſs a Falſhood ; and what 
is ſtill worls, if it can be fo, God' s holy and 
| dreadful Name is blaſphemed, and pp en 
by wicked Oaths, in ordinary Talk, or Con- 


5 verſation, when there is not the leaſt Provoca- 


tion to 8 at all; ſo that it is moſt awful to 


bbſerve, that the Name of any Perſon of Fi- 


gure, or vrhat is called Honour, is uſed more 
reverently, and leſs abuſed, than that fearful 
and glorious Name, the Lord our God; who 
hath ſaid, he will not hold them quiltleſs, that 
take his Name in vain. That is to ſay, he 
will ſeverely puniſh them, in Time or to all 
Eternity. 

Another capital vio of England is,  Propha- 
nation of the Lord's Day. How many Thou- 
ſands amongſt us, are doing their own Work, 
finding their own Pleaſure, and ſpeaking their 
own Words; as though they had never heard 
of ſuch a Precept, as remember to keep Holy 
the Sabbath Day ; or as though they . 
the holy God, was in jeſt, when he gave that 
eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs, his Law, by 
which he will judge the World. But notwith- 
ſtanding all the Threatnings in the Word of 
God, againſt Sabbath- Breakers, and all the 
Encouragements given in the ſame _ io 
thole 


( 21 ) 
thoſe who pay a religious Regard to the Sab- 
bath; yet, we ſee Places of Worſhip, where 
the true God is worſhipped in Spirit and in 
Truth, almoſt empty, but Houſes of Entertain- 
ment filled; the religious Work of the Day, 
neglected ; and the Park, the Fields, Viſits, 
Diverſions, and Journeys, conſume the ſacred 
Time, How many are there, who, on the 
Lord's Day, make their Beds their Sanctuaries, 
their Dreſſing- Room their Chapel, their Look- 
ing-Glaſs their Bible, their Cook their Chap- 
lain, and their Belly their God ! Which Con- 
duct, muſt greatly diſpleaſe and provoke God, 
for it opens a Gap, for a Flood of Iniquity ; 
which, without preventing Grace, will, by the 
Rapidity of its Torrent, carry Crouds of Souls, 
into the z7fernal Lake, But however conſide- 
rable thoſe are, that encourage the Prophana- 
tion of the Sabbath, by their Pracbice or Au- 
. thority ; they are ſurely ſo far Enemies to God, 
Grievers of good Men, and Deſtroyers of the 
Credit of the Religion of Jeſus ! which brings 


to my Mind what I have read, was ſaid by 


Biſhop 98 concerning Doctor White, then 
Biſhop of Ely, who wrote againſt the Morality 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath; at which Biſhop Uber 

was ſo exceedingly ſhocked, that 4955 his 
Hand upon his Breaſt, he immediately recited, 
the Words of Jeremiab, to Hananiab. Thus 
faith the Lord, this Year thou ſhalt die, becaufe 
thou haſt taught Rebellion againſt the Lord, Jer. 
xxvili. 16. But to return; the Sabbath is not 
eee only by following our ſecular Em- 


ploys, 
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ploys, or taking our Pleaſure, or abſenting 
ourſelves from the Worſhi of God, without 
a juſt Cauſe ; but tis r de when we are 
not careful before-hand' to prevent and avoid 


all ſuch Buſineſs, as may diſtract us in thoſe 
Duties that belong to this Day; and when we 


reſt in a ſuperſtitious, cuſtomary Obſervation 
of it; and when we are not mindful to pray 


for Miniſters in general, that God would en- 
dow them with every needful Supply, for the 
Diſcharge of their important Work, and give 

the greateſt Succeſs to their publick Miniſtra-- 
tions; more particularly, for the Paſtor, to 


whoſe Charge we belong, that God may help 


him to ſpeak the Truth, as it is in Jeſus; make 

him a Scribe, well inſtr ucted for the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and a right Divider of the Word 
of Truth; and that he may give to every one 
their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon, I doubt 
not, but we Prophane the Sabbath, when we 


are careleſs in the performing of our publick 
Duties, not with ſo much Reverence, Sincerity, 
Spiritualneſs, and Attention, as we ſhould ; and 


when we are negligent in looking to thoſe that 
are under us, who by our Carctelneſs or Con- 


nivance, may be encouraged to the Prophanation 
of this Day ; and when we fail in thoſe private 


Duties, that concern the Sanctification of the 


Sabbath; to-wit, Meditation of the Word we 
have heard, ſearching the Scriptures, to prove 


the Truth of it, endeavouring by divine Aids, 


to improve it to the Glory of God, the good 
of our own Souls, and the Souls of others, 


by 


(23) 

by Prayer and Conference, mutually exhorting 
and ſtirring up each other unto Love, and good 
Works. The Sabbath is alſo prophaned, when 
we are weary of it, and with it were gone, 
and cannot call it a Delight. Which was the 
Caſe of thoſe we read of, Amos viii. 5, and 
Iſa. lviii. 13. And which is too much the 
Caſe of England, although the keeping of the 
Sabbath is of divine Inſtitution, and is deſigned : 
of God, as a Means, to promote Holinets, 
and is a great Expedient, under God, to recover 
and ſtrengthen thoſe Things in Religion, which 

| ſeem ready to die; and which Day we have 
| Reaſon to believe, hath been the Birth-Day of 
Millions, to a ſpiritual and eternal Life; where- 
in poor Souls have been made, under divine 
Influences, to reſt from a Dependence upon 
their own Works, from a Love to, and Practice 
of their Sins, and to reſt upon a crucified, 
riſen, and exalted” Saviour, the only, and true 
Reſt and Center of weary and heavy-laden Souls, 
| Now ſeeing the Sabbath, which is of divine 
Inſtitution, and is deſigned for ſuch excellent 


Ends, as the Glory of 'God, and the ſpiritual, 


and fag Good of Men, is ſo much neglefted 


and polluted, both by Profs or and Profane, 
in this Nation; it ſhews that we are a Nation 
not defired, or worthy to be beloved. I might 
heap up more Proofs of our Unworthineſs, and 
Ripeneſs for Ruin ; namely, thoſe Murders, 
b Robberies. Extortions, and the 
like: I might alſo mention, that ſeditious Spirit 
there is fill 1 in the Nation, notwithſtanding 


our 


4 


fiſted | in; then his Juſtice travails to be delivered 


( 24) 
our late remarkable Deliverance from the Jaws 
of Popery, Slavery, and Ruin. I might, 


Laſtly, add, that Spirit of Giddineſs, Error, 


Confufon. Diſorder, Lukewarmneſs, Diviffof 


and Contention, that prevails amongſt the 
Churches. All which proves the Point in 
Hand, that England is a Nation unworthy to 
be belmed ; and portends what this Prophet 
ſpeaks of, Chap. 1. 15. A Day of Wrath, a 

Day of Troubles and Diſtreſs, a "Day of Waſte: 
tele and Deſolation, a Day of Darkneſs and 


Gloomineſs, a Day of ( Clouds and thick Darkneſs. 


But it is now Time to open a Dur of Hope, 
in this Valley of Acbor, which ſeems to be 
pointed out to us in our Text, by this limiting 
ane, before the Decree bring ferth: "Ay ? 


leads us to, 


The Fourth general Head; and which 1 is as 


though the Prophet had faid, Ijrael, O that 


thou mighteſt be reformed; and that, both 
in thy Principles and Practices, before God 


execute his Judgments upon thee, The Pro- 
phet ſeems here, to compare the Lord to a 


pregnant Wman; for as ſhe conceives the Fruit 


in her Womb, and bears it a long Time before 
ſhe brings it forth ; ſo the Lord, when a Peo- 


ple fins, conceiveth, that 1s, ordains a Judg- 
ment for it ; but he keeps it up, and all that 
while bears it; but as be, when her Time is 


come, doth travail and bring forth ; ſo when 


the Time that God hath appointed is come, 
and there is no Reformation, but Sin is per- 


of 


| 1 
of that Judgment, which Mercy hath kept off 
ſo long a Time! Thus the old World had an 
hundred and twenty Vears Warning given 
them, for a Time of Repentance; all that while 
God, ſpeaking after the Manner of Men, was 
a conceiving; at laſt, when their Sins were ripe, 
and no Hope of Amendment, then God tra- 
voailed and brought forth a fearful Birth, namely 
the univerſal Deluge, to waſh them away, and 
take Vengeance upon the volver Tally of a 
ſinful World. So many hundred Years he 
gave the Jeus; o long he was conceiving their 
Ruin, and often brought i it as it were to Birth, 
as in the Captivity of Babylon, and under 
Antiochus *; yet his Mercy ſtaid it, and till 
he travailed longer, but at laſt, when Iſrael's 
Sins were ripe, and there was no Remedy, but 
they grew worſe and worſe, as in the Time of 
Chriſt, then he would contain no longer; but 
travailed indeed, and hath brought forth a 
fearful Birth, even an utter Deſolation of that 
Kingdom, and Country, of their City, and 
Temple, and a Diſperſion of themſelves, over 
all the World. Again, as a Woman brings 
forth with Sorrow and Pain, ſo the Lord, 
* ſpeaking 


* It is fad. when n beſieged Feruſalem, which 
Was about 168 Years before Chriſt, that he flew 80 
'Zews, took 40000 of them Priſoners, and fold as many 
for Slaves; that he prophaned the Temple, ſet the Statue 
of Jupiter Olympius upon the Altar, ſacrificed to him, and 
carried away all the holy Veſſels; and at his Return to 
- Anticch, he cut off the Seven Macchabees, and all the Ferws 
in his Dominions, who would not abjure their Religion. 


Le Clerk's Daene on the Word Antiochus. 


(26) 
9 5 after the Manner of Men, brings forth 


udgments with Grief, and as it were Unzwil- 
lingneſs ; for he does not willingly aſſlict, or 
grieve any of the Children of Men; he often 
touched the Jeu a little, and as unwilling to 
ſmite them, he as often pulled back his Hand 
again, but at laſt, when their Sins did ſo in- 
creaſe, that they even did ring out by Violence 
his Plagues from him, then with much Concern 
for them, ſhewn by the Humanity of Chriſt, 
in weeping over their City, he executed his 
Judgments upon them. But as they are long 
a coming, ſo when they come forth, they are 
the heavier; as a Child, the more Fullneſs of 
Time it hath, is the greater, the livelier, and 
the ſtronger; ſo God's Judgments, the longer 
he deferreth them, the heavier they come, as 
is evident in the Jes, once his own profeſſ ng 
People; for he hath not only deſtroyed their 
| Church, and Nation, but hath ſmitten their 
Poſterity with Blindneſs of Mind; ſo that to 
this Day, when the Scripture is re ad, the Vail 
of Ignorance and Unbelief, concerning the 
Perſon, Offices, and Grace of Chriſt, the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, the Nature.- 
Uſe, and End of their Laws, Moral and Ce- 
remonial, their own wretched Eſtate, and 
- Condition, as the Deſcendants of Adam con- 
tinues ; and they {till plod on, in this fearful 
and palpable Darkneſs "Thus it has happened 
to the Fews, but it is for our Euſample, and 
Warning, for except we repent, we ſhal] like- 
woſe periſh, How happy is it for "I 
that 


(27) 
that the Decree is not come forth; or that 
Judgment is not fully executed againſt us. As 
for the miſerable Jeus, it is come on them 
already: To theſe poor Souls it can be ſaid no 
more, ſearch, and return, before the Decree 
Comes forth, for it 18 now paſt : Happy will it 
be for us in England, if this Word, before it 
Comes forth, hath its proper Influence upon us. 
For let us conſider that God is the ſame, as 
juſt and jealous as ever he was, and our Sing 
are as vile, and, if poſſible, viler than the Jews 
were; how can it be then, but that, or if poſſi- 
ble, ſomething worſe, muſt fall on us, than 
that which fell on them. 5 7 
The Glory of God, and your temporal and 
a Safety, permit me not to flatter you; 
but ſhould I be accounted your Enemy, I muſt. 
tell you the Truth. Though I pretend to ſay 
nothing in Way of Propheſy; yet without a a 
Reformation in Principles, as well as in Prac- 
tices amongſt us, ſome fearful Scourge, if not, 
to ſay, Plague, will light upon us. What con- 
firms me in this a ¹ꝗ Thought, is not only 
the univerſal Corruption, and Immorality, 
that is amongſt us, but the general Neglect, 
and Contempt of the Goſpel. For how ball 
we eſcape if awe neglect ſo great Salvation ? 
| Heb. ii. 3. And when Men go on mocking 
the Meſſengers and Miniſters of Chriſt, Wrath 
will come upon them to the utterms/t, 2 Sheen 
XXXvi. 16. My Fears are ſtill more confirmed 
when I conſider the ſpreading Infection of Deiſm, 
Arianiſin, Sabelliantſm, Soci nianiſin, Pelagia- 
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1585 Arminianiſm, Enthuſiaſm, Kc. all” of 
which, in my Opinion, are leſs or more, God 
diſhonouring, Grace eclipſing, Chriſt debaſing, 
Creature- exalting, Soul-deceiving, Soul-ruining 
Doctrines. What further increaſes my Dread, 
is, that when Judgment, mixed with Mercy, 
works little or no Reformation, in the Nation, 
or Churches, it is generally, if not always at- 
tended with heavier Strokes. The Conduct of 
God, in the Courſe of his Providence, in every 
Age of the World, is a Proof of this. 


Now, we have been a long Time exerciſed 


With a bloody and expenſive War; and an in- 
fectious, or peſtilential Diſeaſe, is ſent among 


our Horned Cattle; and a general Complaint, 


amongſt Farmers and Tradeſmen ; the Swords 
of unnatural Rebels, have been n in te 
Heart of this Kingdom, and we expected they . 
would ſoon be ſbeathed in our own Bomvels, or that 
we muſt behold the ruſty Blade, of a crucl 


 Refhan, reeking from the Heart of a Father, 
Child, or Brother. 


But God was pleaſed to appear for us, and 


give the Rebels an Overthrow, equal to their 


deſperate, preſumptuous, cruel, and villaincus 


Enterprize. But what Influence has this gra- 
cious Deliverance had upon the Principles and 


Morals of the Nation, or of the Churches? if 
we take a Proſpect "of the Nation, we ſhall 
have reaſon to ſay, that though Mercy hath 
been ſthewn us, and Judgments are abroad a- 


mongſt us; yet, the Inhabitants of the Land 
do not learn moral Righteouſneſs thereby. 


And p 


(29) 
And if we take a Survey of the Churches, we 
ſhall have too much Reaſon, or Cauſe to fear 
that Judgment ſhall begin at the Houſe of God; 
_ eſpecially, if we form a Judgment from the 
Principles, Temper, and Conduct, of ſome 
Communities and Profeſſors : But I hope this is 
not generally the State of the Churches, and 
Profeſſors of the Name of Jeſus; but chat they 
are more conſcious of the Dignity of their high 


and heavenly Calling; more tenacious of the 
| Glory of God, and the Reputation of Religion; 
and more duly conſider, that they are called 


not only to Glory, but Virtue, and to that Peace, 
and Holineſs, without which, none ſhall ſee 
the Lord. Once more, to ſhew that my Fears 


of ſome heavy Judgments befalling us, as a 5 


Nation, are not irrational; it ſtands with the 
Juſtice of God, as revealed in his Word, eſ- 
pecially in Fer, v. 9, and Deut. 28. through- 
out the whole Chapter. From whence we 
may gather, that where there is a general Neg- _ 
lect and Contempt of God's Law, Word, 
Worſhip, and Goſpel, eſpecially, by a People 
that has been brought nigh to, and highly 
favoured of God, as the Jew:ſh Nation hath 

been, and England | is; that People may expect 
to be the Theatre of Divine Vengeance; and 

the Lord may juſtly ſay to England, as he did 
to Iſrael; you only have JI known, of all the 

Families of the Earth; therefore I will puniſh 


vou, for all your Iniquities, Amos ili. 2. O 


then, that we may ſearch and try our Ways, 
and turn again. unto the Lord; that when he 
takes 


war” 
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takes his Fan in his Hand, thoroughly to purge 


his Floor, we may not be as Chaff, that paſſeth 


in a Day; that is quickly, in a very ſhort Time. 


Which leads us to, 
The Loft general Head, which is the Reaſon 


here mentioned, to enforce the Duty enjoined, 
or recommended. And you be as Chaſt, &c. 
Here the Prophet ſeems to compare the Lord 

to an Haſbandman; his profeſſing People to 
Corn, Ta. xxi. 10. True Believers amongſt 
them, to Wheat, and the Ungodly to Chaf. 

| Now as a wiſe HuGandaven letteth his Wheat 

and Chaff lie together no longer than till the 
the proper Time of Winnowing ; ſo God, the 
great and wiſe Huſbandman, hath appointed i 


his fanning Times, when to ſeparate the Cha, 


from the Wheat, Which is done firſt, by his 
Word preached : For when the Goſpel is 
preached to a Nation, or Congregation, it fans 
and tries them, that there is a viſible Difference 
between the Godly and Ungodly ; at leaſt to 
a ſpiritual Diſcerning, in a Judgment of Charity. 


The Word ſeems to be compared to a Fan, 


Matt. iii. 12. Where it is ſaid, ſpeaking of 
Chriſt; whoſe Fan is in bis Hand, and he will 
thoroughly purge his Floor, and gather his Wheat 
into the Garner: But he will burn up the Chajf 
with unguenchable Fire. The Wind of this 
Fan of the Word preached, ſometimes, blows. 
| ſo ſtrongly upon the Wicked, that it even brings 
them to the Verge of Hell in this World; for 


it ſtrikes their Conſcience with ſuch Fear and 


Torment in Life, or at Death, which is to 


ſome E 


K 


e as the Prelibations of Hell, and the Flaſhes 
of eternal Fire. This has been the Caſe of 
| ſome of God's own People, in their own Appre- 
henſions. But this is not properly the Effect 
of the Goſpel, which ſpeaks nothing but Peace, 
Pardon and Salvation, to ſenſible Sinners. But 
It is the Voice of the Law, in the awakened 
Conſcience. For all that ſpiritual Thunder, 
and Lightning, Blackneſs, Darkneſs and Tem- 
peſt, that the Conſciences of Men are alarmed 
with, come not from Mount Sion, but from 
Mount Sinai, Heb. xii. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24. That is to ſay, Terror is not the 
Effect of the Goſpel, which is a joyful Sound, 


þ but of the Law, which is a Miniſtration of ; 


| Death and Condemnation. 
But to return, God hath another Fan, by 
which he winnows the Chaff from the heat, 
which is his Judgment, which may rather be 
intended, by the Fan ſpoken of in Matt. iii. 12. 
And which alſo is meant, by the Fan, in 
Jer. xv. 6, 7. Thou haſt forſaken me, ſaith 
the Lord, thou art gone backward ; therefore 
will J ftretch out my Hand againſt thee, and 
deſtroy thee : I am weary with repenting. And 
1 will fan them with a Fan in the Gates of the 
Land: I will bereave them of Children; I will 
deſtroy my People, fince they return not from 
Their Ways. This is his latter Fan, when the 
firſt will not prevail; for Mercy rejoiceth againſt 
Judgment, and judgment ſeems to be called 
his range Work : This Pan is powerful, and 
——_ W driven about by the Wind of his 


Wrath; 


(32) 
Wrath; this Fan went over the Old World, 
and feht them all away; and went over the 
Nation of the Jews ; we ſee they are no more. 
The Fan of God's Word indeed, ſeparates 
Men, in their ſpiritual Principles, Affections, 
and Enjoyments; but the Fan of his Fudgments 
is more violent: For thereby he often ſevereth 
them aſunder in Soul, gathering the Souls of 
his Elect into Heaven, and blows the Souls of 
the Wicked into Hell. But yet the Bodies of 
them may lie together, as Companions of the 
ſame Grave, and it may be, have fell by the 
ame Calamity; ſubject to the ſame Corruption; 
and Death in Appearance, hath the ſame Do- 
minion over them both. But afterwards at the 
laſt Day, or God's great winnowing Time, he 
then will ſever aſunder, in Soul and Body, the 
Wheat from the Chaf, the Sheep from the 
Goats ; ſo as not to be mingled again, for 
ever, and ever ; and then with the Wind of 
his Wrath, he will blow the Chaff into un- 
quenchable Fire; and as the Fruit of his elect- 
ing, redeeming, and ſanctifying Love, gather 
his Wheat into everlaſizng, glorious, and hea- 
venly Garners. But it is the Fan of divine 
Judgments in this Life, which the Prophet in 
our Text points at; and which he is ſo ſolici- 
tous, that the Fews, by their national Repentance 
and Reformation, ſhould avert. For though 
there is no Merit in our moſt Evangelical 
| Repentance ; yet, God has ſo far honoured, 
even external, if not hypocritical Humiliation 


and Repentance, as to ſuſpend for a Time, 
threatened 
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(33) 
threatened and impending Judgments; as in 
the Inſtance of Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 29. And 
Mineveb, Jonab iii. 10, Who can tell but 
that the publick Humiliation on this Day, may 
be a Token for good? Bleſſed be God, who 
| hath put it into the Hearts of the Legi/lature, 
to ſeek the Lord in this folemn Manner :—— 
It may be, he will turn away from his fierce 
Anger, that we periſh not, Jonah ili. 9. But 
to impreſs your Minds with a deeper Senſe of 
your Danger, and Duty; give me leave to 
remind you, how dreadfully the Fan of God's 
Judgments hath, in Times paſt, blown upon 
this Nation; to-wit, by Fire, Water, Wind, 
Earthquakes, Famine, Peſtilence, and the like; 
by the /2ft of which, there were blown into 
Eternity, in the Year ninety-two, in London 
only, near 2000 Souls a Week; and in 1603, 
it's faid, there died 3300 in a Week. Now 
God is the fame God ſtill in Judgment, as well 
as in Mercy. Seeing then, ſo fearful a Fanning. 
Time may befall us, and ſome Drops of Wrath 
have already fallen upon us, I mean in the Bur- 
den of a bloody and expenſive War abroad, 
and in the late unnatural Rebellion at home, 
and in that ſweeping Mortality that there has 
| been, and is ſtill amongſt the Brutes : What 
means, as one finely, and movingly ſays *, 
© thoſe Peals of Sobs, which burſt from the 
© expiring Cattle? what means thoſe melan= 
© choly Moans, where the luſty Droves were 
© wont to low? What means thoſe Arrows of 
N e 


* Hervey's Contemplations en the Night, Fage 69, 


(3⁴ 

© untimely Death, diſcharged on our innocent, 
d and dfeful Animals fr Ave net theſe this Wu. 
t ons of divine Diſpleaſure, and manifeſt 
Chaſtiſements of a amel Generation ? has 
not God, the God to whom Vengeance be- 
< longeth, ſtill a Controverſy with our Land; 

and who can tell where the Viſitation will 
end? What a Storm __ follow theſe frelu- : 
* frve Drops? _ 
9 Hott pointed out our imninent Ponger 
from the Hund of God; what now remains, 
but that J ſhould fu ggeſt the Way for our Ef. 
cape. And let it be obſerved, that as our ma- 
nifold Sins and Tranſgreſſions, in Principle, as 
my as in Practice, have provoked God to lift 
up his Hand againſt us; ſo a Reformation in 
both of theſe, is the moſt likely Way for our 
Eſcape: For as Sin 75 a Reproach unto any 
Peeple, fo it is ſaid, that Righteouſneſs exalts a 
1 Prov. xiv. 34, compare with Chapter 
1 To preſs this, let me addreſs myſelf ta 
thoſe. who are yet in a State of Nature, or 
: Unregeneracy, who are wholly unfit to meet 
the Lord in the Way of his Yudgments : It 
becomes ybu to plead with God, that you may 
be enabled to take the Advice of the Prophet 
here given; namely, to ſearch and try your- 
ſelves, by the Law, Goſpel, and Word of God; 
for it is a Contempt of theſe, that without 
preventing Grace, will bring Ren upon you; 
as appears from ſa; v. 24. "Therefore as the 
Fire devoureth the Stubble, and the Flame cbn- 
mee the ef hr their Roof ſhall be as Rot- 


Penneſs, 


( 33- )* 
tenneſs, and their Bloſſom. ſhall go up as the Duſt: 
Becauſe they bave caſt away the Law of the 

0g el... 
Nou the Way to eſcape God's Judgments, 
is to judge yourſelves, or to eſcape his fearful 


tanning and trying, is to fon and try your ſelves 1 
io order to which, you muſt ſollicit the Aids 


of the divine Spirit, without which, you can 


Jau nothing right; and for your Encouragement, 


God hath graciouſly promiſed his Spirit to them 


that /incerely and rightl aſk it, Mate. vii. 7, 8, 


Fc. Again, for your further Encouragement, 
whomſoever the Fan of the Word doth faving- 
ly work upon, theſe are never blown to Hell, 
with the Fan of God's moſt vengeful Judgments : 
O then, that the Word of God might pierce, 
and try, and ranſack every one of your Hearts! 
who, are yet in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
Bonds of Iniquity; that you might ſee and 
bewail your wretched Eſtate; and flee for 
Mercy, Pardon and Grace, to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who only can ſave you from the Wrath 
to come; and whoſe Name is as a ſtrong Tower, 
whither the Righteous run, and are ſafe ; and 
he that cometh to him, ſhall in no w/e be ca/t 
aut, John vi. 37, Now Souls, if ths is your 
happy Caſe, when the Fan of God's Judgments 
blows the Wicked into Hell; it will either blow 
over you, as over Lot in the Ruin of Sodom; 
or by the Stroke of Death, fan out your Car- 
ruptions, and blow you up to Heaven, to be 
laid np there, as pure Wheat in the Garners, or 
Magſions of Glory. „ 


F 2 Happy 
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Happy will it be for the Inhabitants of Eng- 
land, if they take Warning before the Decree 
come, or bring forth ! Or the Judgments that 
hang over our Heads, are fully executed upon 


us: It may be, we might avert impending | 


Judgments, continue preſent Mercies, perpe- 


| tate the Goſpel to Pofterity, and reſerve this 
happy Nation from being fred 
lated by ſome fearful Calamity. 


or * 
Tall, if thoſe who are e to their 


' Lufts, and the World, will, like the deaf” Adder, 
ſtill turn a deaf Eur, to the Voice of the 
Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely ;' then = 


turn to you, that fear the Lord. Search, O 


 fearch and try your Hearts and Lives; ; plead 


with God to renew you more and more, in the 


Spirit of your Minds, and to ſtrengthen your 
Faith, aſſiſt your Hope, increaſe your Love, 
and inflame your Zeal ; then if Judgment 
comes upon this Nation, and drives the Goſpel 
from it, and the impenitent Sinners in it, fo 


Hell, you will have a comfortable 7. flimony in 


your Conſciences, that you did not pull-down 
this general Calamity ; ; but for your Parts, have 


laboured to prevent it, by your wholeſomne' In- 


ſtructions, fervent Prayers, and pious Examples, 
and by a Converſation] in your Families, . 
bourhood, Church, and World; which gave 


Demonſtration to all around: you, that your 


righteous Souls were vexed-with the filthy Con- 
ver/ation of the Wicked. This being the Caſe, 


Poſterity will have Cauſe, not to curſe, but 


bleſs you, ſpeak 3 of you, and praiſe 


God, 


637) 
God for you; for whoſe Sakes, deſerved Judg- ; 
ments were prevented; and their invaluable: 
Mercies tranſmitted to them. Let us then, 
who have an Intereſt at the Throne of Grace, 
plead with the Lord, on the Behalf of Big 
Cburcbes, and this Nation, as Abrabam did, 
on the Behalf of Sodom; and though Fudgments 
hang over our Heads, and our Sins juſtly deſerve 
them; and though the Papiſts and their Friends 
are gaping for our Ruin; yet the Lord's Hand 
is not ſhortened that he cannot ſave, nor is his 
Ear heavy, that he cannot hear; but he hath 
ſaid, call upon me in the Day of Trouble, 1 
duoill deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. 
Let us then, ply the Lord with our Prayers; 
and, with Moſes ſet ourſelves in the Breach ; 
and pray for the ignorant Multitude, and mourn 
for the Sins of thoſe, who do not mourn for 
their own Sins: So did Noab, Daniel and Job 
in their Ages, and prayed for the People in 
general Calamities : May we be, and do, as 
theſe, in our Generation; and then we ſhall _ 
either turn away Judgments from our Nation, 
or at leaſt deliver our own Souls. But as our 
general Sinfulneſs threatens ſome heavy Judg- 
ments, let us plead with God to give us, as a 
Nation, both Grace, and Space to repent; 
and that we, ourſelves, may be practicall)j 
prepared to meet the Lord, in the Way of his 
 Fudgments, that when he whets his glittering 
Sword, and his Hand takes hold on Vengeance, 
to make his Arrows drunk in the Blood of his 
Enemies, we may be counted worthy in Chriſt, 
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